Funding Community-Based Violence Intervention Programs in Virginia
Overview
To reduce gun violence, the Commonwealth of Virginia should invest in community-based violence
intervention programs that target individuals at highest risk for gun violence. These programs work to
both interrupt cycles of violence and connect the highest risk individuals to social services offered within
the community. Research suggests that state investment in community-based violence intervention
programs is an effective way to reduce firearm violence.1 When adequately funded, these evidence-based
interventions can reduce violent crime by up to 30%.2

Firearm homicide disproportionately impacts urban communities of color
The firearm homicide rate continues to rise in Virginia, particularly within urban communities of color.
Over the last five years (2013-2017), Virginia’s firearm homicide rate increased 45%, accounting for 345
deaths in 2017.3 In Richmond, the number of firearm homicides increased 122% over this same time
period.4 In 2017, African Americans were killed by firearm homicide at a rate 8 times higher than their
White counterparts in Virginia.5 Much of Virginia’s firearm violence is concentrated within
neighborhoods that face a host of systemic inequities -- discrimination, lack of economic opportunities,
and under-resourced public services. Community-based violence intervention programs help reduce
violence by addressing these inequities and providing resources to impacted communities.

How community-based violence intervention programs work
Community-based violence intervention programs bring together community members, social service
providers and, in some cases, law enforcement officers to identify networks of high risk individuals.
While there are numerous successful models, these programs generally conduct outreach to: 1) deter high
risk individuals from engaging in firearm violence, 2) help them resolve potentially violent disputes
before they occur, and 3) connect them to education, employment, mental health, and housing services.

Community-based violence intervention programs reduce firearm violence
Six states have funded community-based violence intervention programs. While the program models
funded are slightly different in each state, all six states have experienced reductions in firearm violence
within program sites.6 For example, an evaluation of Connecticut’s state-funded program found that it
was linked with a 21% decrease in shootings each month.7 The National Institute of Justice cites two
different approaches to community-based violence intervention used in dozens of cities to be effective at
reducing firearm violence.8 Likewise, a meta-analysis found that one model -- focused deterrence -reduced violent crime by an average of 30%. 9

Bottom line
The Commonwealth should fund evidence-based community violence intervention programs that bring
together community members and government agencies in an effort to identify high-risk individuals,
interrupt cycles of violence, and connect these individuals to social services.
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