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State-level Policy Recommendations to 

Reduce Domestic Violence Perpetrated with Firearms 

 

The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence supports the following evidence-based policy recommendations to reduce 

domestic violence perpetrated with firearms: 
 

1. PROHIBIT VIOLENT MISDEMEANANTS - Individuals convicted of a violent misdemeanor, including 

misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence, should be prohibited from purchasing or possessing 

firearms for at least ten years. 
 

The research evidence conclusively shows that individuals convicted of violent misdemeanors are at increased 

risk of committing future violent crimes.1,2,3 Though federal law prohibits those convicted of a misdemeanor 

crime of domestic violence from purchasing and possessing firearms,4 there are many states that do not have 

a mirroring state-level prohibition. It is important for states to have their own prohibitions because local law 

enforcement does not have the authority to enforce federal law.  
 

2. PROHIBIT DOMESTIC ABUSERS - Individuals who are subject to domestic violence restraining orders, 

including temporary orders, should be prohibited from purchasing and possessing firearms for the 

duration of the order. States should expand the definition of family/household members to include 

dating partners, regardless of cohabitation or children in common. 
 

Federal law currently prohibits firearm purchase and possession by respondents to domestic violence 

restraining orders issued after notice and an opportunity to participate.5 These prohibitions are supported by 

well-corroborated evidence linking guns with domestic violence.6,7,8,9,10 Moreover, research shows that 

restricting abusers’ access to firearms is an effective policy, reducing domestic violence homicides by as much 

as 25%. Yet many states do not have a mirroring prohibition.  
 

3. REMOVE FIREARMS FROM PROHIBITED PERSONS - Firearms should be temporarily removed from 

individuals at the scene of domestic violence incidents, from individuals who are subject to domestic 

violence restraining orders of any kind for the duration of the order, and from persons who are 

prohibited from purchasing or possessing firearms under state or federal law. 
 

A joint report from the Ed Fund-organized Consortium for Risk-Based Firearm Policy and Prosecutors Against 

Gun Violence recommends that individuals subject to domestic violence restraining orders of any kind should 

have their firearms temporarily removed for the duration of the order. The report provides promising practices 

for removal of firearms from these individuals and analyzes logistical, monetary, and political considerations; 

obstacles to implementation; and data needs at each step of the process.11 As there is no federal law that 

requires firearms be removed from such individuals, states should create their own statutes to address this 

dangerous gap. 
 

Bottom Line: Temporarily limiting firearm access to individuals subject to domestic violence restraining 

orders or who have committed a violent misdemeanor will save lives. 
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About the Ed Fund: 

The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence (Ed Fund) was founded in 1978 as a 501(c)(3) organization that makes 

communities safer by working to reduce gun violence. The Ed Fund achieves this by engaging in policy development, 

advocacy, community and stakeholder engagement, and technical assistance. 

 

More Resources: 

To learn more about the evidence behind recommendations 1 and 2, see “Guns, Public Health, and Mental Illness: An 

Evidence-based Approach for State-Policy,” available at:  http://efsgv.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Final-

State-Report.pdf 

 

To learn more about the evidence behind recommendation 3, see “Firearm Removal/Retrieval in Cases of Domestic 

Violence,” available at: 

http://efsgv.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Removal-Report-Updated-2-11-16.pdf 
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